The application of monoclonal antibodies in the cytologic evaluation of tumors.
The focus of this review has been the application of MAbs as adjuncts in the interpretation of cytology specimens. It is evident that most if not all of the MAbs studied thus far are neither completely tumor-specific nor -sensitive; however, when used to address a directed clinical question, they may be "operationally specific." More important, there continues to be no current substitute for the understanding and practice of sound diagnostic cytopathologic principles. Ultimately, the application of MAbs resides in the importance of tumor-associated antigen expression and phenotyping of tumors with therapeutic and prognostic implications.